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Synopsis

Organized chronologically, this text presents a complete picture of Greek civilization as a history

and features sections on the art, architecture, literature, and thought of each period.
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Customer Reviews

Organized chronologically, this text presents a complete picture of Greek civilization as a history

and features sections on the art, architecture, literature, and thought of each period.

lan Morris is the Jean and Rebecca Willard Professor of Classics and Professor of History at
Stanford University, where he teaches large lecture courses on ancient empires and Greek history.
He is either the author or the editor of nine books on ancient history and archaeology, and directs a
major archaeological excavation in Sicily. His latest book, Why the West Rules A¢a —-A| For Now
will appear in 2010. He has lectured at universities across America and Europe, and r appeared on
television on the History Channel, Discovery Channel, and A&E Channel.  Barry B. Powell is the
Halls-Bascom Professor of Classics Emeritus at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, where in his
long career he was well known as a teacher of large lecture classes in ancient civilization and myth
and for seminars on Homer. He has lectured in many countries and is the author of the bestselling
Classical Myth (6th edition, 2008), widely used in college courses. He is best known as the author of
Homer and the Origin of the Greek Alphabet (1991), which argues that the Greek alphabet was
invented in order to record the poems of Homer. With lan Morris he published the internationally

admired A New Companion to Homer (1997). The 2nd edition of his popular introductory text Homer



appeared in 2007, and he has written numerous other books, articles, screenplays, a novel, poetry,
and a mock-epic The War at Troy: A True History (2006). He Recently, he appeared on the History
Channel special Troy: The True Story (2005). His study Writing: Theory and History of the
Technology of Civilization (2008) establishes a scientific terminology for studying the history of

writing.

This is an absolutely excellent textbook on the Ancient Greeks. One would be hard pressed to find a
better, more thorough or enjoyable accounting of the Greeks under one cover. What really sets this
book apart to me though is that it is rarely dry - history does not need to be so! and Morris & Powell
render their history of the Greeks beautifully - their narrative is both compelling written and clear (a
beautiful marriage indeed). The narrative is not simply the authors’ voices either - the text is
judiciously interspersed with primary texts of all types. So, in sum - this is a superb book that

deserves to be on your shelf (read with enjoyment).

Textbooks have, deservedly, a bad reputation. Morris and Powell have written a textbook that is
also a pleasure to read. This truly fine book covers the full range of material, but with style and flair.
It is also well illustrated and makes very effective use of original source material. And their use of
what they call "the Greek problem" -- how to organize social life "withough God or gods to reveal" a
pattern -- is extremely effective. There are a number of good overview introductory books out there
on the Greeks, but none better. The only drawback is a fairly hefty pricetag.

A very well written textbook that doesn’t quite bore the reader.

This seems a competent survey of The Ancient Greek period.The text had writing and some heavy

highlighter marks in it when | received it for rental use. Quick delivery of a usable text.

Thorough and informative. Its a pretty easy read to follow and understand.

If you love history, then this is a must read.

Great, as promised.

Bought this cheap and was able to utilize it through the semester...
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